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  On October 30
th
, we will kick off the larger Fall Festival celebra-

tion with a Blessing of the Pets at 4:30 P.M. 
 I have never had a pet that I didn’t love. Even the honeybees in 
the hive in my back yard arouse my affection. I protect them and 
watch over them. I appreciate the vital work they do pollinating          
flowers and making honey. 
 The fondness I have for my bees is, of course, nothing compared 
to the way Ann and I love our dog, Pippa. Pippa inspires love and 
demonstrates it. There’s something special about her tail-wagging 
welcome when we come home. The goodness of God’s creation is 
reflected in her bright little eyes. 
 Love figures heavily in the Blessing of the Pets. In 1 John,         
we read that God is love. It is easy to recognize that there is some-
thing sacred in every relationship. Chief among these sacred         
connections is God’s love for the human creation, made evident in 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus died in response to 
human sin, and was raised in victory over that sin. This act of divine 
love is so expansive that it contains every act of love an all love. 
Whatever we do for the animals around us and whatever they do for 
us is a reflection of God’s superior love. 
 So we take time to bless our pets. We understand that our           
relationships with our sweet dogs and clever cats, our beautiful birds 
and magnificent horses, our bright fish and wonderful small animals 
are all relationships that further God’s loving way in the world.  “God 
is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them.” (I John 4:16) 
 Bring your pet on October 30

th
. If it is not practical to bring your 

animal companion, bring a picture. If the date is inconvenient, know 
that I am willing to make house calls to bless your pet. 
 The Blessing of the Pets is hardly the most important thing we do 
all year. That would probably be Easter services. But the Blessing of 
the Pets is a way to show God’s love in the world. We’re all for that. 
 Know you (and yours) are loved! 
 
     Matthew 
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Christian Education 

As the weather cools and fall colors arrive, here are some good activities to 
grow your faith when you are not at church: 
 

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/falling-leaf-prayers   As the leaves begin 
to show their brilliant colors and fall, here is a wonderful activity for families with 
children-both to celebrate the season and teach about prayer.   
 

Have a new driver or one who is learning?  http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/teens-learning-how-
to-drive  This family activity will help the communication stay open and positive as your young person 
takes a huge step toward independence.   
 
A skill everyone needs, and in particular as we enter close relationships with others, is listening.  This 
activity will help couples improve their listening (and even singles can learn from this activity) http://
www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/listening  
  
Faith is nurtured through the community, but also at home. And parents are the first and most important 
faith educators for their children.  So these are offered as a way to help everyone grow their faith.   
 
Plan now to join us for these great activities coming in October and November: 
 
POPS (Parents of Preschoolers) will meet on Tuesday October 11, 9:15am in the Parlor. 
Game Night, Friday October 28, 6:00 until... 
Fall Festival Sunday October 30, 5:00-6:00pm in Fellowship Hall.  A Youth project for children’s fun. 
Blessing of the Pets, 4:30pm on October 30.  Can’t bring your pet?  Bring a picture instead.  
November 13 - Montreat Fundraiser for our Youth. Chili Cook Off and Bake Sale (following worship) 
November 20 - Advent Wreathmaking Workshop, 3-4:30pm.  Great Advent activities for children also.   
 
 

Very far!  On October 30 we have an opportunity to see just how much 
impact 3 Cents a Meal can make!  During worship that Sunday, our            
children will be coming around the sanctuary to collect your gifts for                
3 Cents a Meal.  If each person gives the equivalent of that for this year,  
it will be $27.00 ($.3 per meal x 3 meals per day x 30 days x 10 months).  

Imagine the impact - 1/3 will go to our Food Pantry, 2/3 to the Presbyterian Hunger Program.  $9 of that 
$27 will go to help hungry people who walk through our doors, $18 to help hungry people in the wider 
community and the world.  Together we will make a huge impact.  Bring your change, your bills, your 
checks and be ready to help our children gather it on October 30!  (We will be collecting 3 Cents a Meal 
in worship on every 5th Sunday.) 
 
 
POPS will meet on Tuesday October 11, 9:15am in the Parlor.  Our 
brief time together is a space apart, for support, nurture and fellowship.  
All who have a preschool age child are welcome-child care provided for 
children not in preschool that morning and infants are welcome to join 
the group.  Invite a friend who has young children - this is a group that 
is open to the community! 

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/falling-leaf-prayers
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/teens-learning-how-to-drive
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/teens-learning-how-to-drive
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/listening
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/listening
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Plan now to join us on Sunday October 30, 5:00-6:00pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  This will coincide with our Blessing of The Pets, which will begin 
at 4:30 in the courtyard.  Both pets and kids can wear costumes!   
Our Youth are planning a fun event for preschool and elementary  
children - games, snacks, and more!  Wear your costume and enjoy a 

                                                  time of fun and fellowship.  Invite your neighbors also.   
 
 
Game Night Returns! Friday October 28, beginning around 6pm in  
Fellowship Hall.  Bring a finger food (or other simple) appetizer to share and 
any games you want to play.  We’ll have lots to choose from and someone to 
teach as needed.  Great for all ages.  Come when you can, leave when you 
must!  Questions?  See Leslee or Glenn Kirkconnell.   
 
 

 
Sunday Mornings 
Find your place on Sunday mornings!  We have classes for all ages and nursery 
care for our youngest members.  Fellowship and coffee are available beginning at 
8:30am in Fellowship Hall.  Children have choir from 9-9:30am and Sunday morning 
education begins at 9:30am.  
 
Adults have three options - the Ellis Class, meeting in room 201, using the  
Present Word (Uniform Lesson Series); the Christian Thought Class, meeting in  
the Conference Room. They are finishing their DVD series on the Protestant  
Reformation.  Following that the Rev. Dr. Matthew Covington will begin a series  
on the ‘new’ Catechism as a way to learn and discuss Reformed Theology.   
The Coffee & Conversation Class, meeting in room 203, uses each week’s  

                             preaching scripture to consider how it impacts them, through the Lambeth Bible  
                             Study method.  And of course good fellowship and conversation happens in all  
                             our classes!   
 
 
Come for one, stay for both!  On Sunday October 30, beginning at 4:30pm we will have our Blessing 
of The Pets.  Bring your furry, finned or feathered friend for a special blessing.  If you pet can’t 
make it, bring a picture.  This will coincide with our Fall Festival for children -so both 
pets and children can wear their costumes!   
 

Please bring a donation for the Humane Society as thank offering for your pet.   
They always need gifts of food, toys, paper goods (toilet paper, paper towels,  
tissues); clay cat litter, 13 & 55 gallon trash bags, liquid laundry detergent and  
more.  Visit their website for more.   

http://www.bgshelterpets.com/wish-list.html


  Page 4  

 

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the  
               following members and friends of this church  

                who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To the Family of Emily Perkins 
To Judy Clark in the death of her uncle Paul Preston 

To Mike Zeller for the death of his mother Jean Rae Zeller 
To Mawk Hendershot in the death of his mother Martha Hendershot 

To Nina Njoku for the recent death of her sister Stella Odo 
To JAK Njoku for the death of his brother Orji Kalu 

To Megan Algie for the death of her mother Gail Bates Gammon 
 

A REMINDER THAT HELP IS NEEDED AND REQUESTED— 
Soon this church will celebrate its 200

th
 anniversary (April 19, 1819). One way to mark that 

anniversary is collecting memories of activities experienced by its members through               

recordings or writings. THIS IS AN APPEAL TO LET FORMER MEMBERS HAVE AN          

OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT ON TIMES WHEN THEY WERE PHYSICALLY           

PRESENT. WE NEED ADDRESSES OF THOSE OUT-OF-TOWN FOLK. Please provide 

names and addresses by calling the church office or addressing Tom Moody at the church  

office. 
 

ART EXHIBIT The next art exhibit coming in will be a  display by the youth of  
Warren County schools. There will be a Gallery Hop on Friday evening, October 14,  
from 5-8pm in Fellowship Hall.  All are invited to come see the  
new show! 
 

GORDONEERS will not meet in the month of October.  
Please plan to join us for our next scheduled gathering on  
Friday, November 11 in Fellowship Hall. 
 

AN INVITATION FOR OCTOBER 30!  
Please join us on Sunday afternoon, October 30 for the   
Blessing of the Pets at 4:30pm, to be followed by our Fall   
Festival at 5:00pm. More information of both of these  
special events is available on page 3 of the newsletter! 

Church and Community 
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Session Report 

 
The Session met for its regular meeting on September 20, 2016 in the Church  
conference room. 
 
These items highlighted the meeting: 
 
After Matthew Covington opened the meeting with prayer; devotion was given by Diane            
Simmons.  Following, the minutes of the last regular meeting and the special meeting 
[concerning the HVAC] were approved and the business agenda was taken up. 
 
Prior to the meeting a visioning workshop was conducted for the Deacons and members 
of the Session by Diane Simmons.  As a result the Session meeting was shorter than 
usual, 
Leslie Kirkconnell, Director of Christian Education reported on the Church Rally Day that            
occurred on September 11, Youth Fellowship, UKirk and the Theology Pub.   
 
There were several Ministry reports. Property reported that the work on our HVAC  
system has begun and is on schedule.  We will be able to release our rental of the  
temporary chiller in the early part of October.  Finance reported that the pledged  
offerings and unpledged offerings continue to be down from budget but that  
August had been a good month for us  and the deficit was reduced.   
 
The “Elder in the Parlor” selections were made for the upcoming weeks.  The Pastoral 
Care Committee is organizing and seeking input from the Congregation.  If there are 
cares and concerns that anyone wishes to be passed on to the Pastor, please contact 
any committee member. The committee members are:  Bob Bueker, Larry Gildersleeve, 
Gary Ahrendt, Karol Ahmed and Susan Thomison. 
 
Business having been completed, the Session meeting was adjourned with prayer. 
 
            James D. Harris, Jr. 
            Clerk of Session 
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP NEWS FOR EVERYONE: 
 

Who doesn’t love good cooking?  Especially when  
we can enjoy delicious food and raise money for our 
Youth to attend Montreat!  On Sunday November 13 
following worship, our Youth will be holding a Chili 
Cook Off and Bake Sale in Fellowship Hall.  We need 
our fabulous chili chefs to bring their best chili and 
help us raise money.  Don’t do chili?  Bring a baked 
item for the bake sale - brownies, cookies, cupcakes 
etc.  All funds will help support our youth as they plan to go to Montreat next summer.   
Plan now to stay and try some great chili creations.  You will vote for the best by with your  
donation to the chili you like best.  And then you can purchase a delicious baked dessert!   
 
Sunday evening Youth Fellowship continues!  We are enjoying deliciously home-cooked 
meals by parents and others in the congregation, followed by some fun games and then  
focused fellowship time.  Confirmation Class meets each week at 5:00 ahead of Youth Fellow-
ship.  Please be praying for all our youth and their families as we continue during this time of 
transition.  We also gather on Wednesday afternoons for casual conversation and fellowship 
at Spencer’s Coffee - 5:00-6:30pm.  Parents are welcome to join us!   

 UKirk Worship UKIRK is changing its schedule.   
 While the Theology Pub will continue to meet on Thursdays    
 from 7-8:30pm at Mellow Mushroom as scheduled, the 
 Wednesday evening worship at 8:15pm is suspended for a  
 time as we regroup and work on plans to meet on  
 campus.  Sunday morning class will not be meeting.   
 If you would like to be involved in campus ministry, please  

          contact Michael Spencer, our UKirk Intern.   

 
Theology Pub meets Thursdays at 7:00pm in the Mellow Mushroom party 
room. Come join us for free pizza and great conversation. 
 

Youth Ministry 

College Ministry 
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Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred 
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden, 
Denny Wedge.  Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim           
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,       
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet Schwarzkopf,  Diane 
Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson. 
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Presbyterian Women 
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October Birthdays 

October 2 

 Parker Evans 

October 3 

 Larry Gildersleeve 

October 4 

 Ellie Ramsing 

 Rory Small 

October 5 

 Sam Evans 

 Timothy Evans 

 Benjamin Long 

 Catherine Reber 

October 7 

 Samuel Kernohan 

 Laura Kessel 

 Bob Scantlin 

October 9 

 Joseph Survant 

October 10 

 Greg Johnson 

 Marvin May 

October 11 

 Bev Nuerge 

 Chhar Sy 

 

 

 

 

October 12 

 Michael Ballard 

 Mary Ann Berry 

 Bob Holderfield 

 Cammie Kirkwood 

October 14 

 Blakey Hayes 

 Catherine Lowe 

 Oriaku Njoku 

 Diane Simmons 

October 16  

 Hunter Sharp 

 Bette Smith 

October 17 

 Sheila Reeves 

October 18 

 Rider Allen 

October 19 

 Todd Hudson 

October 20 

 Karen Kreuzer 

 Ann Wyatt 

October 21 

 Kim Ferguson 

October 24 

 Nancy Hulan 

 Charlotte Prow 

 

October 26 

 Emma Ahmed 

October 28 

 Stephanie Wycihowski 

October 29 

 Saint Carmichael 

 Ernie Small 

October 30 

 Emily Davenport 

 Lisa Rabold 
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October Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

2    8:30am Fellowship 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
6:00pm Youth Group 
World Communion 

3  
11:00am Circle 3 
6:00pm Medicare 

Class 

 
Fall break 

4 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

5 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  
  

6 

7:00pm  

Theology 

Pub 
  

7 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
  

8 
  

9    8:30am Fellowship 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday School 
9:45am Sunday Circle 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Confirmation 

class 
6:00pm Youth Group 

10 

 
11:30am Circle 9 
7:00pm Study 

Class 

11 9:00am PLC 

            parent mtg 
11:00am Special 

Care 
4:30pm Peace-

making 
7:00pm Evening  

Circle 
7:00pm Camera Club 

12 

9:15am Wed Morn 

Circle 
9:30am Circle 6 
5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

13 

7:00pm  

Theology 

Pub 
  
  
  

14 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
5:00pm  

Gallery Hop 
6:30pm  

Gordoneers 
  
  

15 
  

16  8:30am Fellowship 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Confirmation 

class 
6:00pm Youth Group 

17 

4:00pm Youth 

Orch. 
7:00pm Study 

Class 

18 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance Min 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

19 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  
  

20 

7:00pm 

Theology 

Pub 
  

21 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
  

22 

  
 

23   8:30am Fellowship 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Confirmation 

class 
6:00pm Youth Group 

24 

  

25 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Missions 

26 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  
  

27 

7:00pm  

Theology 

Pub 
  

28 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
  
Game Night 
  

29 

9:00am 

PEO 
  

30    

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
4:30pm Fall Festival 

& Blessing of Pets 
6:00pm Youth Group/

Confirmation 

31 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

October 15 is the deadline for the November 2016  

newsletter. Please send your information to the church 

office at info@bgpres.org 

October 2016 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                   Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Wayne Pope                                             Choir Director 

Richard Barefoot        Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                 Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                       Secretary 

Jim Harris                                                           Clerk of Session 

Dana Patterson             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Stuart Kernohan                           S unday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                     Children’s Music 

Michael Spencer                                                     College Intern 

                                           

 
 


